
Highway Improvement Program Funding
Federal Funds Matched by State GO Bonds Provides Funding 

for the Highway Improvement Program. 

2009 Highway Program Budget

Federal 
84%

Land Sales
1%

GO Bonds
15%

Increasing GO bonding to provide additional state funds would increase 
debt service that must be paid by RIDOT’s share of the Gas Tax

The level of future federal funding to be provided to Rhode 
Island is uncertain in the face of the fiscal status of the Federal 
Highway Trust Fund and with the federal  transportation bill 
scheduled for reauthorization in 2010
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RIDOT Operations and Maintenance Funding
Fixed Gas Tax Provides Funding for RIDOT Operations and 

Maintenance and Debt Service

One Cent of 
Gas Tax Currently 

Yields
$4.55 Million

Per Year

20.75 Cents
To RIDOT

20.75 Cents
To RIDOT

RIDOT Recieves
$94.4 Million

For Operations, 
Maintenance

And Debt Service

Debt Service is increasing from $42.9 million in 2008  to $67.3 million in 2020
Gas tax yield is expected to remain constant or even decrease

2010

57%
30%

13%

2020

71%

18%
11%

2008

45%42%

13%

Debt Service Winter Maintenance Operations & Maintenance

(Debt Service based on $40 million in GO bonds issued per year)



RIDOT Operational/Maintenance Funding Trends
GO Bonds Issued at $40 Million Annually
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Debt Service Winter Maintenance

Maintenance & Operations RIDOT Projected Funding

Assumptions: - Gas Tax Funding Will Remain Constant
                       - Maintenance & Operational Needs Increase 3% per Year 

RIDOT Gas Tax Proceeds
 $ 94.4 million



RIDOT Operational/Maintenance Funding Trends
No GO Bonds Issued After 2008
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Debt Service Winter Maintenance

Maintenance & Operations RIDOT Projected Funding

Assumptions: - Gas Tax Funding Will Remain Constant
                       - Maintenance & Operational Needs Increase 3% per Year 

RIDOT Gas Tax Proceeds
 $ 94.4 million



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available

Funding Available
• FHWA funds plus
• State Match – currently 

provided by $40 M in State 
GO Bonds per year



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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GARVEE Debt Service Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available

GARVEE Debt Service
• Amount paid in Federal 

Funds to pay debt service 
on 5 GARVEE Projects

– 195 Relocation
– Washington Bridge
– Quonset Access Road
– Sakonnet River Bridge
– FRIP



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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GARVEE Debt Service FHWA Directed Programs Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available

FHWA Directed Programs
• Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality
• Enhancements
• Safe Routes to School
• Recreational Trails
• Planning



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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GARVEE Debt Service FHWA Directed Programs Preventive Maintenance/Operations Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available

Preventive Maintenance/Operations
• Crack Sealing/Thin Overlays
• Drainage Improvements
• Bridge Washing, Inspection, Deck Joints
• Landscaping
• Bridge Painting
• Safety Hardware Repair
• Striping
• Sign/Signal/Lighting Repair/Replacement



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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GARVEE Debt Service FHWA Directed Programs Preventive Maintenance/Operations

Design/ROW Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available

Design and 
Right of Way Costs



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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GARVEE Debt Service FHWA Directed Programs Preventive Maintenance/Operations

Design/ROW Bike/Ped Program - New Sidewalks Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available

Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Program Including 

New Sidewalks



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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GARVEE Debt Service FHWA Directed Programs Preventive Maintenance/Operations
Design/ROW Bike/Ped Program - New Sidewalks Traffic/Safety Projects
Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available

Traffic Safety Projects
• High Hazard Intersections
• Arterials



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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GARVEE Debt Service FHWA Directed Programs
Preventive Maintenance/Operations Design/ROW
Bike/Ped Program - New Sidewalks Traffic/Safety Projects
Projects to Rehabilitate and Maintain System Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available

Projects to Rehabilitate and Maintain System
• Resurfacings/Reconstruction
• Bridge Rehab & Replacement



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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GARVEE Debt Service FHWA Directed Programs
Preventive Maintenance/Operations Design/ROW
Bike/Ped Program - New Sidewalks Traffic/Safety Projects
Projects to Rehabilitate and Maintain System Major Project Commitments
Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available
Major Projects
• Major Projects Costing Over 

$10 million



Highway Program Needs (Tread Water)
Compared with Available Funding
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GARVEE Debt Service FHWA Directed Programs
Preventive Maintenance/Operations Design/ROW
Bike/Ped Program - New Sidewalks Traffic/Safety Projects
Projects to Rehabilitate and Maintain System Major Project Commitments
Funding Available

Assumptions: Federal Funding Increases by $10 million per year through 2012 and 3% per Year thereafter.
                       The State will Match all Federal Funds Provided.

Funding Available

Shortfall

Total Shortfall $2.68 Billion


